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Water news – October 2010





Water is a limited resource that we cannot take for granted. Many California cities, farms, and businesses are already facing shortages. With water in short supply for the foreseeable future, conservation is essential.   


Why are we facing shortages? California’s water system faces severe challenges. Originally built to serve just 18 million people, the system struggles to meet the needs of 38 million people today. That number will grow to 50 million by 2032. 


The system we use to move water to Californians is aging. Environmental restriction and the effects of multiply dry years are further contributing to water shortages. These challenges mean we can no longer take our water for granted. Statewide water solutions are being pursued but it will take years and significant investment to implement. Public and private water agencies are investing in programs and method to improve local water supplies, but Californians must prepare for a drier future. 


You can do your part by reducing the amount of water inside and outside your home.
































Understanding 


the need to 


Conserve








Californians use the most water outdoors


Water your lawn only when it needs it and water in the morning or later in the evening, when temperatures are cooler.  





Choose a weather based irrigation controlled system to 


water your trees, shrubs, and flowers. Weather based irrigation controllers provide only the amount of water needed by plants. Make sure your sprinklers are placed efficiently.  





Adjust sprinklers so they don’t water driveways and 


sidewalks.





Plant California-friendly trees and shrubs.





Adding a layer of mulch around trees and plants will 


reduce evaporation and keep the soil cool. 





Use a shut-off nozzle on your water hose.





If you own a pool or spa, install a cover to reduce evaporation instead of using a water hose, use a broom to clean sidewalks and driveways. 








Rethink the way you use water inside your home


Fix leaky faucets and toilets.





Run only full loads in dishwashers and clothes washing machines.





Install water efficient toilets (1.28 gallon per flush). Save two gallons of water each time you flush.





When it’s time to replace your appliances, choose water efficient dishwashers and washing machines.





Install low-flow shower-heads in bathrooms. 





Limit your showers to five minutes. Also, fill the bathtub halfway or less. 





Install one gallon per minute aerators on bath faucets, and two gallon per minutes aerators on 


kitchen sinks. That’s just the right amount of  water for washing hands and doing dishes.	





Turn off the faucet while brushing teeth, or shaving.











