


TO READ YOUR METER,
FOLLOW THESE SIMPLE
STEPS:

1. LOCATE YOUR METER

The water meter is usually located
near the curb in front of the house
or place of business, or at the rear
in the alley. It is in the ground
housed in a concrete box marked
WATER. Carefully remove the
meter box lid using a tool such as a
large screwdriver. Visually examine
the area around the meter to
ensure your safety (Black Widows
are known to nest in meter boxes).
A cap covers the face of the meter;
lift this cap to see the meter dial.

2. READ YOUR METER
Reading a water meter is similar to
reading an automobile odometer.
Most meters have six-digits

on the face called the

readout (see illustration). This
shows the total number of
hundred cubic (hcf) feet of
water used since the
meter was installed.
When water passes
through the meter,

all of the numbers
revolve. The large
sweephand registers
one cubic foot. One
hundred cubic feet equals
748 gallons of water, or one
billing unit on your water bill.

3. FIGURE YOUR WATER USE

To calculate your water use, pick a
starting point at which to read your
meter; record the reading and date. A
day or two later, read your meter again.
Subtract the first reading from the
second to find out how much water
was used. For example:

Second reading ...... 1172.18 hcf
First Reading.......... 1167.15 hcf
WalEr DEBH..omesesce 5.03 hcf

Note: North of the River Municipal
Water District charges for water by the
closest hundred cubic foot increment.
The monthly difference in the meter
reading is shown on your water bill.

4. MONITOR YOUR WATER USE
Read your meter on a regular basis to
tract water use. Keep a record of
readings. You will be able to detect
trends from season to season
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and year to year. If your household
changes in any way that affects your
water use (e.g. new family member,
plumbing upgrade, etc.), you will be
able to determine the effect of the
change.

5. CHECK FOR HOUSEHOLD LEAKS
The little triangle on the face of the
meter is a low flow indicator. It will
rotate with even a very low flow
through the meter. To check for leaks,
turn off all known water uses inside
and outside the house. If you have an
automatic ice maker, make

sure it is not operating. When all water
is turned off, the low flow indicator
should not move.

If the low flow indicator is moving, there
is water flowing somewhere on your
property. Try turning off the house
shut-off valve (if available, it is usually
located where the water line enters
the house). If the low flow indicator is
still moving, there is water
flowing outside the house (most likely
on the irrigation system). If the low
flow indicator stops moving with
the house valve off, water was
flowing inside the house (this
could be a toilet leak, a leaky
pipe, or any number of
problems).

When you have finished reading
the meter, put the meter cap down
and carefully replace the meter box

cover.



